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CHILD SAFE POLICY

STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT
Friends of Glenfern Valley Bushlands (FoGVB) is a Child Safe organisation, with zero tolerance for child abuse and a commitment to children’s best interests. All children who participate in our activities have a right to feel and be safe. We encourage children to express their views and we listen to their suggestions, especially on matters that directly affect them.

Physical or sexual abuse of a child, including grooming for sexual conduct with a child under the age of 16 years, is a crime. Members of FoGVB, who reasonably believe they have witnessed such abuse must by legal obligation, report it to relevant authorities, which may include Police.

KEY RISKS

- Physical or Sexual abuse

- Grooming (abuse of trust usually occurs where there is an ongoing relationship)

- Inappropriate child-to-child or adult-to-child contact

- Circulation of sexually explicit material

RISK MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES

- Be aware of Child Safety to deter inappropriate behaviour

- Promote Child-Safe Policy in activity briefings and on FoGVB website, and social media. 
- Listen if children report feeling uncomfortable

- Make sure children and adults know whom to go to, if they have concerns. 

- If families bring children to activities, immediately advise the parent or carer that they must directly supervise their children at all times

- Avoid, where possible, being solely responsible for others’ children

- Where possible, design activities so there are clear sightlines and obstruct any hidden places that could conceal inappropriate conduct

- FoGVB leadership team are aware of and are committed to the improvement and promotion of the Child-Safe Policy

- Promote Code of Conduct covering Child Safety to membership, including at recruitment drives
- Encourage Committee members to keep informed with Child-Safe policy updates and maintain a Working With Children Check where applicable. 
EMPOWER CHILDREN

- Ask any children involved for their ideas, about what will help them, and other children feel and be safe.

CODE OF CONDUCT

FoGVB members;
- will take all reasonable steps to protect children from abuse

- will model appropriate adult behaviour

- will listen to children and respond to them appropriately

- will welcome all children and their parents or carers, will respect diversity, and will be inclusive

- will report any complaints, concerns or disclosures regarding Child Safety to a FoGVB Office-Bearer as noted below. The Office-Bearer will then address such concerns and/or report them to Council

- will respect privacy of children and only disclose information to people who need to know
- are committed to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children 

- will not ignore or disregard any complaints, concerns, or disclosures regarding child safety

- will not develop ‘special’ relationships with specific children or show favouritism with gifts or inappropriate attention

- will not exchange personal contact details such as phone numbers, social networking site or email addresses with children.
CONTACTS (April 2023)

In order of seriousness, advise FoGVB President Jackson Ellis (0406089248) or Vice-President Linda Fullagar (0407975445), then Yarra Ranges Council’s Vinnie Aulich (0400056740), and if felt necessary Victoria Police on 000.
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